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PYROGRAPHY FOR AHATEURS. 




YROGRAPHY, or burnt wood or 
leather work in its simple elements, is 
wholly within the reach of everyone. 
An art education is not a necessity in 
producing good results, although it is 
a great factor in bringing about the 
more artistic effects, To such simple 
elements has this process been brought 
that a child may learn it and accom- 
plish elementary, yet satisfactory re- 
sults, in a very short time. The 
ability to trace outlines with a steady 
hand is the prime requisition, no study 
or long practice being necessary if one is at all accus- 
tomed to using an ordinary drawing pencil. 

The tools are simplicity itself. There are two sep- 
arate sets, one being more complete, consequently a 
little more expensive, but either will bring about satis- 
factory results. The simple set comprises a bottle of 
benzine, a stopper with two arms attached, two rubber 
tubes, one with the bulb to be attached to the left side 
of the stopper in the benzine bottle, the other with the 
point handle on the right side. A small bottle of al- 
cohol also goes with the set. 

Two platinum points — a fine and a broader one — go 
with the outfit. When the tubing is attached to the 
benzine bottle and the platinum point placed in the 
handle, the point is dipped into the alcohol and ignited 
with a match ; the platinum point is then kept at a red- 
hot heat by constantly pressing the fumes of the ben- 
zine to the point by means of the bulb. The moment 
this pressure ceases, the point cools down, so, it will be 
seen, it is necessary to keep up a steady pressure while 
the work is going on. 

All parts being in their proper place, the naphtha 
bottle is placed on the table, the bulb held in the left 
hand, the point in the right hand, and we are ready to 
begin work. In simple outline work a light, steady 
pressure on the wood is all that is necessary; to attain 
a darker color, a harder pressure will force the point 




further into the wood, which, of course, burns it deeper. 
A little practice will regulate this. Wash effects and 
broad, heavy outlines are made with special points, 
which come at a little extra expense. For wood to w r ork 
on, the soft, clean white wood is the best, although gocd 
effects may be produced in the coarser-grained woods 
with practice. In the coarser material broad, sketchy 
effects are desirable, as fineness of line would be lost. 

The better and improved apparatus is the "Simplex," 
which we illustrate on this page. The drawings show 
the set in a box, 
and also in com- 
plete working 
order. The 
great feature in 
this set is the 
fact that the 
bottle of alcohol 
is done away 
with, as the 
point may be 
heated by a blow 
pipe attachment 
on the machine, 
which may be 
turned off or on 
at will, and the 
point heated as 
shown by the 
sketch, without 
the use of the 
match. This 
apparatus has a 
hook to fasten 
it to the belt 
if desired, by 
this means fa- 
cilitating work 
if the working 
space be limited. 

The first and 
simplest set will 

cost $6.50. The "Simplex," being newer and more 
complete, costs $8.50, but it is well worth the little 
extra price on account of the conveniences. 




Panel Designed and Executed by 
E. M. Gubsch & Co., New York. 




Complete Set in Box. 



'Simplex" in Complete Working Order. 



For further particulars regarding this fascinating art 
we refer our readers to E. M. Gubsch & Co., 119 East 
Twenty-third Street, New York City, where the process 
may be seen, a large line of complete and beautiful 
designs inspected, as well as an assortment of quaint 
and attractive articles on which to execute the work. 



